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A Special Vocabulary of Forms.

A passion for materials: Nina Ruthe founded DESIGN STUDIO NIRUK in 2011 and 
was joined by David Antonin in 2013. Since then, the duo has primarily focused on 
three-dimensional design and on experimentation, which has led to developing their 
own materials and product ideas, characterised by special production processes. 
Extraordinary light reflections, new surface textures and specific material properties 
are the central themes in the design studio’s Materials_Lab.



Both Nina and David are graduates of Hochschule Niederrhein University of Applied 
Sciences. Their training focused on artisanal and technical skills and was shaped by the 
Bauhaus tradition – a fact that is perceptible in all their projects and ideas. Their work 
is driven by curiosity and by a love of experimentation. Being satisfied with the status 
quo is not an option. Both designers have constantly extended and refined their skills in 
many workshops, and working with glass is a recurrent theme. With their designs and 
concepts, the two designers work on an international level. Their work has already been 
recognised with the German Design Award, the Interieur Award and the Green Product 
Award.

The development of new materials and textures, as well as products inspired by these 
developments, are all part of DESIGN STUDIO NIRUK’s portfolio. Their individual approach, 
their comprehensive know-how and their innovative ideas are embodied in conceptually 
mature ‘free to edition’ prototypes and products, characterised by a distinctive artistic 
signature. NIRUK’s love of materials, forms, colours, tactile qualities and techniques, as 
well as their love of nature, are essential elements of each project.
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